My main purpose in this email is to discuss a new Winlink Post Office mode that | believe is
a very important addition to our capabilities. |also wantto announce some changes to
our Texas RMS Packet / VARA FM Status website and request our Winlink SYSOPS to send
me any updates related to their stations for inclusion on this website.

If you are not familiar with this website, it can be found at PacStat Uptime Data

We have 178 stations in the database and 146 were active when | took this screenshot -
active stations show up in green. | have removed the column that indicated RMS Relay
status and added three columns you can see below within the red circle. Hovering the
curser on these abbreviations will give you their full names. Hy stands for Hybrid, PO
stands for Post Office and HF stands for HF forwarding. A"Y"in the column indicates that
stations supports that capability. My N5TW stations support all three as you can see
below. | will say more below about each of these modes...

Texas RMS Packer/VARAFM Station UpTimes
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178 RMS records [ Packet_1200=131 | Packet_9600=2 | VaraFM_narrow=22 | VaraFM_wide=53 ]

Invoked at 11:53:09 AM Refreshes=20 ——— Print (5o
District County Callsign Frequency Time Since Check-In %6Uptime Digip E-mail M | Hy [ PO | HF 1 Notes |

S-DO07 Williamson WASMOD-10 144910 Current 99.99% | WASMOD-5 |(WASMOD-2 | P | || | Scott&White Hospital Taylor {SWHT)

S-D07 Williamson WA5SMOD-10 144910 Current 99.99% | WASMOD-5 |WASMOD-2 |V Scott&White Hospital Taylor (SWHT)

S-D07 Williamson NASBD-10 144.910 Current 99.99% | NASBD-5 NA5BD-3 P Seton Med Center Williamson (SMCW)

S-D07 Williamson NASBD-10 144910 Current 99.99% | NASBD-5 NASBD-3 Vv Seton Med Center Williamson (SMCW)

S-D07 Williamson N5TW-13 144910 Current 99.99% | NSTW-5 N5TW P|Y|Y|Y |Georgetown (Up 85 feet)

S-D07 Williamson NSTW-13 144910 Current 99.99% | NSTW-5 N5TW V|Y|Y|Y |Georgetown (Up 85 feet)

S-D07 Williamson W2MN-10 144910 Current 99.99% | W2MN-5 W2MN P Cedar Park

S-D07 Williamson W2MN-10 144910 Current 99.99% | W2MN-5 W2MN v Cedar Park

S-D07 Williamson W2ZMN-11 144910 Current 99.92% | W2MN-6 W2MN-1 P Ascension Seton Cedar Park

S-D07 Williamson W2MN-11 144.910 Current 99.93% | W2MN-6 W2MN-1 v Ascension Seton Cedar Park

S-D07 Williamson W2MN-13 144.910 Current 99.99% | W2MN-7 W2ZMN-3 P Dell Childrens Medical Center North

S-D07 Williamson W2MN-13 144,910 Current 99.99% | W2MN-7 W2MN-3 v Dell Childrens Medical Center North

S-D07 Williamson WB5GM-10 144910 Current 99.73% WB5GM P Cedar Park

S-D07 Williamson WB5GM-10 144.910 Current 99.74% WB5GM \'" Cedar Park

S-D07 Williamson NSTW-12 145.030 Current 99.99% | NSTW-5 N5TW P|Y|Y|Y |Georgetown (Up 125 feet). Packet running in AX

S-D07 Williamson N5TW-12 145,030 Current 99.99% [ N5TW-5 N5TW V|Y|Y|Y |Georgetown (Up 125 feet). Packet running in AX

S-DO07 Williamson W9BF-10 145.030 Current 99.99% | W9BF-5 P Liberty Hill

S-D07 Williamson W9BF-10 145.030 Current 99.99% | W9BF-5 \ Liberty Hill

S-DO07 Williamson AASDE-10 145.610 Current 99.99% | AASDE-5 AASDE-1 P St David’s Georgetown Hosp. {SDGH}

S-D07 Williamson AA5SDE-10 145.610 Current 99.99% | AASDE-5 AASDE-1 \4 St David's Georgetown Hosp, {SDGH)

S-D07 Williamson N5TW-10 145.610 Current 99.99% | NSTW-5 N5TW P | Y| Y| Y |Georgetown (Up 85 feet)

S-D07 Williamson N5TW-10 145,610 Current 99.99% | N5STW-5 N5TW V|Y|Y|Y |Georgetown {Up 85 feet)

The new Post Office mode allows depositing mail for other Winlink users with stations that
support Post Office Mode. These messages are stored locally and have NO dependency
on the Internet. This new mode is MUCH more powerful than sending Peer to Peer

traffic. Unlike Peer to Peer where both users must be on the same frequency with the
same mode at the same time, Post Office messages can be sent and received when
convenient. In my opinion, this new Post Office mode should eliminate most uses of Peer
to Peer where this is support for it.


http://n5tw.ecpi.com/rmsstatus/

All this requires is running a Winlink Program called RMS Relay and referencing RMS Relay
in the Winlink node. My station, for example, does this for three instances of RMS Packet
(for VHF Packet and VARA FM) and two instances of RMS Trimode (for PACTOR or VARA
HF). This means you can send Post Office traffic to any of my stations whether they are
operating on VHF or HF and recipients can pick up there mail from any of my stations - they
don't need to use the same mode.

Below is a screenshot showing how to open a Post Office session - in this case, a Vara FM
RMS Post Office session:
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Cc: w2mn@austin.rr.com

Source: W2MN

Location: 30.520833NW, 97.8375000W (GRID SQUARE)

Subject: Checkin w2Zmn-home via w2mn-12 wvara 9600 on 2025-09-0& 02:13:

Pactor Radio-only
Vara HF Radio-only
Vara FM Radio-only

ELlE FIEE L Packet Radio-only
Type:Winlink Telnet Radio-only
To: wita-l; k3lgvy nitw Pactor RMS Post Office
Vara HF RMS Post Office
Cantacis CC: w2mn@austin.rr.com
Subj:Checkin wZmn-home via w2mn-12 vara S€00 on 2025-08-06 02:13:56Z |Packet RMS Post Office
Telnet RMS Post Office

Checkin from home (w2Zmn) via w2Zmn-12 wvara 9600 |semeesseeseeeeeeees
Metwork Post Office

Tom wZmn

Itis important that Post Office messages be of the proper type. Below, you can see how to
select the proper message type.
5‘_: Enter a new message — x

Post to Outbox  Select Template  testtemplate  Attachments  Spell Check  Savein Drafts  Close

From:  N5TW ~ Send as: | Winlink Message ~|  [] Request message receipt Set Defaults
To: Winlink Message
ok Radio-Cnly Message
I:c P oSt ce B dge
Peerto-Peer Message
Subject:
Attach:

Both the sender and the recipient must connect using Post Office sessions to pass traffic.

Hybrid Mode



Let me shift gears to discuss Hybrid Mode which has existed for a number of years. A
relatively few of the HF Winlink stations are set up to support Hybrid mode. Thisis
intended as a "Dooms Day" mode with a total internet outage. Users can, in advance,
select up to 3 stations as Message Pickup Stations or MPS. Radio only traffic deposited
with a Hybrid Station will be routed over HF to the MPS associated for a given user. Please
limit the number of MPS stations you register with your call to limit the amount of traffic
that has to be handled!!!!

I have had stations deposit radio only messages for 20 stations each often with more than
1 MPS - this one piece of traffic could tie the poor hybrid station for a whole day and hog a
lot of HF bandwidth! Imagine when this happens on an RTTY contest weekend! Please
limit any Radio only traffic!!!

HF Forwarding

The final column if a "Y" for Yes is present, it means that that station is capable of hubbing
local traffic for users in an internet outage as well as forwarding traffic outside the areato a
station that does have the internet. This is a highly useful feature that has been supported
for a quarter century.

In conclusion:

Sorry for the long email but wanted to make sure everyone knows about this new Post
Office mode and the changes in the Texas RMS Status webpage. Let's work to make
support for this widespread and to familiarize yourselves with its operation. By the way, |
would NOT setup every station in an area as Post Office capable to avoid confusion about
where to drop off and pickup mail...

73, Tom N5TW



